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Tekst 1 

Avengers: Infinity War 

I suffer from Avengernesia: I'm a bit hazy on which Marvel films I've seen 
and the order they're supposed to be in. You don't need to have seen all 
the earlier films to enjoy this, but some backstory on its gazillion 
superheroes certainly helps. We begin with Thor getting his arse kicked 
by Thanos, who's out to collect six Infinity Stones, which will give him 5 
ultimate power in the universe: control over time, space, reality and, um, 
soul and… other stuff. Perhaps even pedestrian crossings that make you 
wait forever for the green man.  
Two of the Infinity Stones are on Earth: one in Vision's head, the other 
with Dr Strange. Various superheroes gather to protect each stone, others 10 
go after Thanos and yet more help Thor find a replacement for that 
hammer of his. Despite the vast cast and multi-stranded plot that looks 
bewildering on paper, this does kind of work. But ensembles are harder to 
care about than single protagonists ─ and after Thanos, the only villain 
likely to test the combined superheroes' power, you wonder where the 15 
franchise has left to go. 

mercifullyshortreview.wordpress.com, 2019 



Let op: beantwoord een open vraag altijd in het Nederlands, behalve als het 
anders is aangegeven. Als je in het Engels antwoordt, levert dat 0 punten op. 

Tekst 1  Avengers: Infinity War 

‘Perhaps even pedestrian crossings that make you wait forever for the 
green man.’ (lines 7-8) 

1p 1 How can the tone of this remark be characterised? 
A as doubtful 
B as matter-of-fact 
C as pitiful 
D as playful 

1p 2 Which of the following is mentioned as a drawback of the film? 
A It has a thoroughly unoriginal and boring plot. 
B It is ultimately too violent a movie for the reviewer’s taste. 
C It will be difficult to come up with a plausible follow-up. 
D The storyline is far too complex for the average viewer. 
E There are hardly any likeable characters in it. 

Tekst 2  Range presents a risk 

‘Range presents a risk’ (titel) 
2p 3 Noem twee praktische suggesties die Carl Jones doet om dit permanent 

op te lossen. 
Geef antwoord in het Nederlands. 

1p 4 Which of the following fits the gap in paragraph 3? 
A As a result 
B For example 
C Furthermore 
D In fact 
E Nevertheless 



Tekst 2 

Range presents a risk 

To the editor 

Re: Outdoor recreation enthusiasts petition for range access, May 21. 

1 In your recent article, the lieutenant-commander offers a curiously 
outdated defence of the military's right to continue to fire live ammunition 
miles into a forest area adjacent to a popular public park. 

2  When the range was established almost a century ago it was in an 
extremely remote location, but the world has changed and it now presents 
a risk to public safety. 

3  Apart from the risk of hitting people and wildlife, the spent ammunition 
produces undetermined toxic waste close to a public water source.    4   , 
during our hot, dry summers there must be a significant risk of starting a 
forest fire. At critical times the use of power tools and lawn mowers is 
banned, so why are gun ranges still open then? 

4  It is clear that major changes in attitude are required by the federal 
government. If this range is not relocated to a new 'safe' location, if such a 
place exists, then the operators should create barriers to prevent stray 
ammunition flying miles into the forest. 

Carl Jones 
Nanaimo, Canada 

Nanaimo News Bulletin, 2019 



Tekst 3 

Smart tech is coming for your last safe space 

adapted from an article by Justine Calma 

1 There's no shortage of gadgets ready to invade the last bastion of privacy 
at home: the bathroom. The intruders aren't just startups hoping to 
revolutionize the way we use the bathroom. Regular brands that make 
personal hygiene products also want in on the action.  

2 Bic unveiled a prototype for a smart razor and accompanying app. The 
shaver tracks everything from hair density, shaving speed, the number of 
strokes, time spent shaving, and blade dullness to environmental factors 
like temperature and humidity. All of that information is supposed to 
deliver its users a more personalized shave and improve the razors of the 
future.  

3 While the benefits of Bic's data collection    6   , a new generation of smart 
toothbrushes is already vying for a spot in our medicine cabinets. Oral-B 
and Colgate have toothbrushes on the market that can tell you how to 
brush better by tracking your movements while you're in the act.  

4 Toilet paper brand Charmin is working 
on a sensor shaped like its trademark 
bear that "sniffs" the air so that it can 
warn you if the bathroom smells awful. 
Based on the sensor's reading, a 
separate display monitor will indicate if 
it's safe to enter the bathroom or if 
you're in for a doozy. Charmin's also 
got a prototype "RollBot", which is a 
robot shaped like a bear that you can summon to grab a new roll of toilet 
paper using your smartphone if you're ever in a pinch.  

5 Do consumers need brands' relentless obsession with enhancing our most 
intimate moments? Personal hygiene products probably don't need to 
worry about getting left behind if they don't hop on the "smart home" 
bandwagon. We'll still need something to wipe our behinds.  

theverge.com, 2020 



Tekst 3  Smart tech is coming for your last safe space 

1p 5 Which of the following becomes clear about smart tech gadgets for the 
bathroom from paragraphs 1 to 4? 
A People buy them in great numbers despite the fact that they are quite 

expensive. 
B Their commercial success has surprised mainstream manufacturers. 
C They are produced by both traditional and newly established 

businesses. 
D They were originally developed to cater for the needs of the elderly. 

1p 6 Which of the following fits the gap in paragraph 3? 
A lack clear direction 
B might still be ahead 
C pose a safety risk 
D will soon lose relevance 

1p 7 Judging from the text as a whole, how does the writer view the 
development of smart gadgets for the bathroom? 
A as highly dangerous 
B as long overdue 
C as only logical 
D as quite unnecessary 



Tekst 4 

How to be more efficient 

adapted from an article by Maddy Savage and Ginevra Boni 

1 Whether or not we care to admit it, we're all 
familiar with procrastination: waiting until the 
last minute to catch up with pressing tasks, 
often leading to inferior or incomplete work. 
The antidote ─ while easier said than done 
─ is simply to start on your assignments 
sooner, long before the cut-off time so that 
your work reflects your full potential. But in 
your quest to beat procrastination, is it possible to go too far? 

2 David Rosenbaum, a professor of psychology at the University of 
California, Riverside, certainly thinks so. His research focuses on the 
perils of 'precrastination', the tendency to rush too quickly into tasks. It 
can result in an expenditure of unnecessary effort that could be avoided 
with a bit of planning ─    9   , haste makes waste. 

3 As opposed to a procrastinator, who might leave an inbox full of emails 
untouched until the next day, a 'precrastinator' reads and responds to 
each of them first thing in the morning. Even if they know most of the 
emails are unimportant, they choose to clear them off as soon as 
possible. 

4 So why do people 'precrastinate'? Rosenbaum says that for most, it's 
tough to resist reaching for low-hanging fruit. If something is immediately 
available to you, you're instinctively wired to go for it. Personality traits 
such as conscientiousness, eagerness to please and high energy can 
predict 'precrastination' behaviours, Rosenbaum says, but the 
evolutionary impulse behind them is universal. 

5 The real downside of 'precrastination' comes when, in your rush to finish, 
you encounter the naturally higher chance of doing your work 
incompletely or inaccurately. In the case of emails, sometimes waiting to 
respond can show respect for careful thought over expediency, especially 
if the content of the message is emotional. 

6 Of course, 'precrastination' is not without its benefits, but it's critical to do 
so only when it makes sense. Chronic 'precrastinators' must also realise 
that it's OK to set trivial things aside, because they will not require huge 
mental energy later in the day, Rosenbaum says. 



7 He argues that the managers of today would be wise to acknowledge that 
it's not always best to do everything as quickly as possible. "It should be 
agreed in our society that it's okay to smell the flowers," he says. "To be 
deliberate, mindful and to be allowed to slow down." 

bbc.com, 2019 

Tekst 4  How to be more efficient 

1p 8 What is said about procrastination in paragraph 1? 
A It can be a sign that someone lacks motivation. 
B It is considered to be acceptable behaviour. 
C It tends to result in tasks being done badly. 

1p 9 Which of the following fits the gap in paragraph 2? 
A in other words 
B in the meantime 
C on the other hand 

1p 10 What is the function of paragraph 3? 
A to explain why ‘precrastination’ is generally a good idea 
B to make clear how exhausting it can be to ‘precrastinate’ 
C to present a specific example of ‘precrastination’ 
D to stress why ‘precrastinators’ are popular 

‘the evolutionary impulse behind them is universal’ (alinea 4) 
1p 11 Welke evolutionaire prikkel wordt hier volgens de tekst bedoeld? 

Geef antwoord in het Nederlands. 

1p 12 Which of the following possible downsides of ‘precrastination’ is not 
mentioned in this text? 
A coming across as rather inattentive 
B delivering poor quality results 
C interfering with someone else’s work 
D prioritising insignificant tasks 



Tekst 5 

Is the internet leading us into a 21st century dark age? 

adapted from an article by Emily Reynolds 

1 I was about 11 or 12 when we got the internet, the creaky dial-up tone so 
new and so thrilling that I feel a jolt of excitement when I hear it even now. 
Unlike the generation that came after me, for whom the internet feels 
more like a human right than it does a novelty, I can't quite say that 
I 'grew up' online; rather, it's where I came of age. 

2 This meant, of course, that our parents were nervous; the internet was 
new to them, too. They were concerned about what we were posting, how 
much of ourselves we were revealing; 'catfishing' might have been years 
away, but they were still faintly aware that other people might con us 
online.  

3 But there was one concern that haunted them more than most: the idea 
that everything we posted would be there forever. It was drilled into us: 
don't post that stupid comment underneath your friend's Bebo profile 
picture, it'll be there forever. Don't loudly proclaim your political affiliation 
on your MySpace profile ─ you might change your mind, and it will be 
there forever. 

4 MySpace and Bebo might be distant monuments to adolescence, but this 
sense of perpetuity has followed us. Every day we look at Timehop and 
Facebook Memories to see what we were doing, saying and thinking 10 
years ago; websites we were featured on then are still live, too. 



5 Is it healthy to have our every correspondence so easily accessible, 
stored in a phone you pick up hundreds of times a day? Have the 
boundaries blurred between public and private, work and leisure, our inner 
and our outer worlds? The answer barely matters; we proceed without 
thought. 

6 Perhaps we shouldn't. Just last week, MySpace lost millions of songs from 
its servers: millions of recordings that may have only existed there and 
are now gone forever. The same day, I received an email from Google 
Plus, an old social media platform long since confined to the garbage pile 
of equally forgettable websites. The site was closing, Google wrote; if 
there was anything on there you wanted to save, you had better do it 
quickly or it too would be wiped. 

7 A few days later, quite coincidentally, I interviewed Elaine Kasket, a 
psychologist who has just written a book about what happens to our data 
after we die. Perpetuity, she told me, is a myth propagated by social 
media platforms keen to keep guzzling our most personal data; if it were 
all to be lost, rendered inaccessible by technological growth, where would 
we be? A whole era could become invisible to history. 

8 This could be catastrophic culturally, of course, and historically. But it's 
also pause for thought when it comes to our emotional lives. There's 
nothing wrong with conducting intimate relationships online. The 
WhatsApp chat log detailing me and my boyfriend's relationship from first 
message to last, for example, is one of our most precious romantic 
artefacts. 

9 But, as Kasket told me, it isn't really ours at all ─ it belongs to WhatsApp. 
The intimacies we share online still belong to us ─ of course they do. But 
the infrastructure within which we have to operate doesn't. An email from 
a partner can be just as potent and precious as a physical love letter ─ 
the difference is that only one can be snatched from beneath us so easily. 
In person, our intimacies belong to no-one but ourselves; online, they can 
always be sold. 

huckmag.com, 2019 



Tekst 5  Is the internet leading us into a 21st century dark age? 

1p 13 How did the writer initially react to the introduction of the internet, judging 
from paragraph 1? 
A She experienced it as something quite extraordinary. 
B She felt overwhelmed by the possibilities it offered. 
C She thought it would have only a temporary appeal. 
D She worried about the great influence it had on her. 

‘other people might con us online’ (alinea 2) 
1p 14 Wordt later in de tekst expliciet teruggekomen op de mogelijkheid dat je 

op het internet een oplichter tegenkomt? 
Zo nee, antwoord ‘Nee’. Zo ja, citeer de eerste twee woorden van de zin 
waarin dit gebeurt. 

‘everything we posted would be there forever’ (alinea 3) 
1p 15 In welke zin wordt voor het eerst duidelijk dat dit in de praktijk niet altijd 

waar is? 
Citeer de eerste twee woorden van deze zin. 

1p 16 What becomes clear about social networks Bebo and MySpace in 
paragraphs 3 and 4? 
A They were an inspiration for big players in the online market. 
B They were considered safe places for children to hang out. 
C They were designed in such a way that parents had access. 
D They were quite popular in the early days of the internet. 

1p 17 What is the purpose of paragraph 5? 
A to illustrate how easy it is to access confidential material 
B to point out that people are casual about using technology 
C to question if internet applications have changed society 
D to show how internet companies win customers’ trust 

‘Is the internet leading us into a 21st century dark age?’ (titel) 
1p 18 In welke alinea wordt uitgelegd wat bedoeld wordt met ‘dark age’? 

Noteer het nummer van deze alinea. 



Tekst 6

Autonomous cars need an ‘inclusive design’ 
adapted from an article by Paul Herriotts, Professor of Transport Design, 
Coventry University 

1 The move towards driverless cars isn't 
just a chance for people to relax at the 
wheel. It's an opportunity to revolutionize 
personal transport in a way that offers 
life-changing benefits to people with 
disabilities. But for this to happen, we 
need the car industry to commit to more 
inclusive design practices that right now 
are widely absent, and to overcome the challenges of designing new ways 
to interact with autonomous vehicles. The solution could involve 
manufacturers drawing inspiration from diverse areas of product design to 
get the balance right between style and real-world user-friendliness. 

2 The term 'inclusive design' is used to describe the consideration of the 
needs and abilities of a diverse range of people in the design process. 
The car industry has traditionally focused on designing for people with 
driving licences ─ who by definition tend to be the more    20    section of 
the population. Yet people with disabilities make up a significant minority 
─ 22% of people in the UK. Many of these people may be unable to drive 
today's cars, whether due to issues such as sight loss, significant physical 
impairments or cognitive issues. 

3 Having a disability and being reliant on public transport is fraught with 
difficulties. And having trouble getting around is key among the barriers 
disabled people cite as stopping them taking greater part in society, 
whether visiting friends and family or joining a club. So making transport 
more accessible will enable them to improve their quality of life ─ whether 
through better economic opportunities, less social isolation or restoring 
dignity. 

4 While autonomous cars will increasingly take away the need for people to 
physically drive the vehicles, there are other barriers to disabled people 
using cars that need to be considered. Simply getting in and out of 
vehicles presents difficulties to many people with physical disabilities ─ 
not just wheelchair users ─ and to many older people as muscle strength 
decreases with age. This makes thoughtful design touches such as grab 
handles and side steps    22   . Self-driving cars will also introduce new 
challenges, such as the need for interfaces to enable passengers to select 
a destination or receive information about their journey. Visual displays 
may not be suitable for some passengers, just as voice input may be 
inappropriate for others. 



5 Yet, despite the considerable discussion and resources going into 
changing personal transport through the development of self-driving cars, 
there's little evidence that inclusive design is a major part of the process. 
Regulators are updating their codes to accommodate trials of autonomous 
vehicles, but apparently without considering how vehicle design could 
benefit people with disabilities. 

6 It's not difficult to design accessible cars if the needs and capabilities of a 
diverse population are considered early in the design process. A few car 
makers have adopted this philosophy, for example, Ford uses a 'third age 
suit' that simulates the limited mobility, vision and sense of touch that 
many older people experience. This helps the firm's engineers and 
designers to get those important details right, such as their 360-degree 
door handles that allow the door to be easily opened from the outside 
using the whole arm and hand, rather than pull-up handles that require the 
fingers and wrist to operate them. Similarly, firms in other sectors have 
already found ways to develop accessible interfaces. Samsung's work in 
producing smart TVs accessible for blind and partially sighted people 
received the Royal National Institute of Blind People's inclusive Society 
Award. The TV can read on-screen text back to the user and provides 
verbal feedback about the channel, volume and programme information. 

7 The car industry has a choice to make: business class travel for a select 
few, or truly accessible transport for the wider population, offering dignity 
and an enhanced quality of life to those who face significant challenges 
every day. I know which I prefer. 

theconversation.com, 2020 

Tekst 6  Autonomous cars need an ‘inclusive design’ 

1p 19 What is the point made by Paul Herriotts in paragraph 1? 
A He believes his expertise gives him the right to criticise the way in 

which cars are designed. 
B He hopes that new technological developments will lead to cars being 

designed for a wider target audience. 
C He is convinced that today’s car producers will cooperate more to 

come up with creative designs. 
D He thinks that the main focus of car design should be on combining 

safety with comfort. 

1p 20 Which of the following fits the gap in paragraph 2? 
A able-bodied 
B accident-prone 
C easy-going 
D old-fashioned 
E thrill-seeking 



1p 21 What is the function of paragraph 3? 
A to explain why inclusive car designs are long overdue 
B to give examples of the requirements for inclusive car designs 
C to make clear what can be gained from having inclusive car designs 
D to show how complicated inclusive car designs tend to be 

1p 22 Which of the following fits the gap in paragraph 4? 
A mostly decorative 
B overly luxurious 
C quite affordable 
D rarely applicable 
E widely beneficial 

1p 23 What is the point made about interfaces in paragraph 4? 
A They are irrelevant in the successful transformation of motorised 

transport. 
B They demonstrate how people have become reliant on navigation 

technology. 
C They need to be able to deal with more than one type of input or 

feedback. 
D They will almost certainly be removed from the future modes of 

transport. 

‘there’s little evidence that inclusive design is a major part of the process’ 
(alinea 5) 

1p 24 In welke zin eerder in de tekst geeft de schrijver voor het eerst aan dat 
autoproducenten geen aandacht hebben voor een inclusief ontwerp? 
Citeer de eerste twee woorden van deze zin. 

1p 25 What is the point made in paragraph 6? 
A Businesses should be more open to sharing their expertise. 
B Companies benefit from hiring a more diverse workforce. 
C Much can be achieved if car manufacturers start out right. 
D The car industry has probably lost its window of opportunity. 

1p 26 How can paragraph 7 be characterised best? 
A as a compliment to the car industry 
B as a joke at the expense of the car industry 
C as an apology on behalf of the car industry 
D as an appeal to the car industry 



Tekst 7 

The following text is taken from the novel The Party, written by Elizabeth 
Day and first published in 2017. 

He paused briefly, glancing around the marquee, taking 
its measure, and then I could see him fix his features 
accordingly and he unbuttoned his jacket and became 
jovial, shaking the proffered hands with ease, one palm 
resting on the other person's upper arm as he did so. 5 
'Good to see you,' I heard him say as he approached. 
'Great party. Great to be here.' 
 Edward Buller got closer and closer to us and I felt 
a surge of energy, all at once worried that he wouldn't 
remember me and that I would have to pretend to be a 10 
perfect stranger, even though I'd spoken to Gilly plenty 
of times in the past about how well I knew him. I saw 
her watching me now with her beady stare as the Prime Minister 
continued his triumphal procession and I knew that if Edward Buller 
blanked me, Gilly would note this down and it would become part of her 15 
spewing anecdotage at other parties like this one and I would never live it 
down. 
 'All he needs now is someone to give him a baby to hold,' Lucy said. 
'Wonder if Ben's arranged that.' 
 I laughed. 20 
 'Hi, Eric!' The Prime Minister was saying now, just two feet away from 
us. 'So glad you could make it.' 
 He was trailed by his meek wife, Fiona, a slender brunette wearing a 
mid-calf dress in an ugly geometric print. The Daily Mail was forever 
pillorying Fiona Buller for    28    and her habit of recycling old outfits. A 25 
few weeks before, she had been pictured at a women's mentoring event 
wearing a jumper knitted with the design of a poodle across her chest. 
The Mail had run a double-page spread asking fashion experts to give 
their assessment under the headline 'Paw Show'. One of the stylists had 
given her 'Canine out of ten for dowdiness'. 30 
 'Great to see you', Buller said to a man with ginger hair. 'You 
remember my wife, Fiona?' Behind him, Fiona gave a wordless shrug. 
 The Prime Minister was now close enough for me to smell the metallic 
edge of his aftershave. I rehearsed what I would say. I thought it best to 
take the initiative so that, before he had the chance to humiliate me by not 35 
remembering who I was, I would say, 'Nice to see you again, Edward,' and 
then maybe I would follow up with 'Must have been at Ben's' in order to 
give him the appropriate context. My hand was sweating. I removed it 
from Lucy's clasp. The Prime Minister had just embraced a woman in a 
tight brocade dress and was moving towards me, his progress inexorable. 40 
He looked up and our eyes met briefly and his gaze was one of complete 



blankness and I felt my heart rate soar as he came closer and the 
inevitable moment was upon me…. 
 'Maaaaate!' Ben had surged out from the crowd and was grappling the 
Prime Minister into a showy bear hug. All I was left with was a broad 45 
sweep of Buller's shoulders and Ben's arms around him. Ben drew back. 
'So good of you to come.' His eyes were glistening. Was he — no, he 
couldn't be — but was he actually on the verge of tears? 
 'Wouldn't have missed it,' Buller was saying. 
Then Serena shimmied into the picture, cheekbones pearlescent, and 50 
kissed Fiona lightly on each cheek and said loudly: 'You two never let us 
down!' So everyone could see what good friends they were. Fiona took a 
startled step back. 

Tekst 7  The Party 

‘all at once worried that he wouldn’t remember me’ (regel 9-10) 
1p 27 Uit welke zin verderop in de tekst blijkt dat de zorg van de verteller 

terecht kan zijn? 
Citeer de eerste twee woorden van deze zin. 

1p 28 Which of the following fits the gap in line 25? 
A her attitude towards politics 
B her lack of style 
C her need for approval 
D her refusal to act her age 

3p 29 Komen de volgende beweringen overeen met de tekst? 
Noteer ‘wel’ of ‘niet’ achter elk nummer op het antwoordblad. 
1 The Prime Minister tries to cover up the fact that he has arrived rather 

late by making a loud entrance. 
2 The narrator may have made too much of being acquainted with the 

Prime Minister. 
3 The party is in celebration of Ben becoming a father. 
4 The narrator is surprised about feeling emotional after being upstaged 

by the host. 
5 Serena and Fiona have clearly had a recent falling-out. 



Tekst 8 

Can tiny homes solve big problems for the homeless? 

1 To the editor: While I am accepting of the need for temporary shelter for 
homeless individuals, the "tiny homes concept" is not a cost-effective way 
to achieve it.  
Multi-unit construction with common walls and perhaps a second story are 
cheaper to build, air condition and maintain. They also require less land. 
Think college dorm units, with individual locking bedroom areas and 
shared bathroom, kitchen and outdoor facilities. Cost-effective solutions 
might also include conversion of empty malls to dorm-type shelters. 
Finally, it is notable that the dignity of homeless people is emphasized, 
and yet it is OK to keep nursing home residents in shared rooms with 
shared bathrooms. Not a safe, respectful or dignified situation for them, is 
it? 
Danella Donlan, Palm Springs 

2 To the editor: Seeing the photo of rows of tiny homes for unhoused people 
made me sad. I am reminded of rows of barracks at displaced persons 
camps and military bases, unrelieved by any greenery. 
Is there not a way to site the homes in a more organic, humane 
configuration? Trees? Community vegetable gardens? A tiny garden plot 
outside a front door? A window box? 
For $130,000, I'll bet there are communities where home-buyers could get 
a condo with a balcony and have access to green space. 
Toby Horn, Los Angeles 



3 To the editor: Twelve years ago, I worked at a Los Angeles City water 
reclamation plant. We decided we needed shelter for our one-person, 
24-hour security.
The structure needed enough room only for two people, so it would be
small. It would have internet and electric access but no water and sewer
connections. When I inquired about the cost, I was told it was around
$50,000.
Once the prefabricated structure was installed, a Building and Safety
inspector came out and told us we needed a concrete wheelchair access
ramp with curbing to the sliding door. We tried to explain that the plant
had proper access for wheelchairs, and that no one in a wheelchair would
approach the guard house.
Needless to say, we installed the access ramp to the door with the
required curbing. We then passed inspection. The final cost of the small
guard house after all the work was close to the "tiny home" price of
$130,000.
The thing is, soon after that I got a report that one of the guards had
tripped over the curbing while leaving the guard house.
Douglas Bohlmann, La Habra

latimes.com, 2020  



1p 31 What does Toby Horn (letter 2) want to stress about tiny homes? 
A that having army quarters nearby them has a negative impact 
B that the construction costs make them generally unaffordable 
C that their surroundings should also meet certain standards 

1p 32 What do the writers of letters 1 and 2 have in common with regard to tiny 
houses? 
A They assume that the people for whom they are built will not easily 

adjust to them. 
B They believe that tax payers’ contribution for them is unreasonably 

high. 
C They feel that the money used for building them is at least partially 

unwisely spent. 
D They think there are more urgent problems than housing that need to 

be addressed first. 

1p 33 What does Douglas Bohlmann (letter 3) want to make clear? 
A Accessibility regulations can have adverse effects. 
B Security staff deserve proper work conditions. 
C Small spaces can cause security issues. 
D Speaking up against inspectors is advisable. 

‘Can tiny homes solve big problems for the homeless?’ (titel) 
1p 34 Hoeveel alternatieven voor het bouwen van ‘tiny homes’ worden genoemd 

in deze brieven? 
Noteer het aantal. 

Tekst 8  Can tiny homes solve big problems for the homeless? 

1p 30 Komen de volgende beweringen overeen met wat Danella Donlan (brief 1) 
schrijft? 
Noteer ‘wel’ of ‘niet’ achter elk nummer op het antwoordblad. 
1 Het bouwen van ‘tiny homes’ om daklozen op te vangen gaat meer 

geld kosten dan nodig is. 
2 ‘Tiny homes’ zijn geschikt om ouderen in te huisvesten. 



Tekst 9

Sheep ban threatens ancient grazing rights 

by John Bingham, social affairs editor 

1 IT IS one of the oldest surviving 
commoners' rights in England, thought to 
date back beyond the Norman Conquest, 
but the custom of allowing sheep to roam 
free in the Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire, 
is set to become a crime. 

2  Forest of Dean district council has drawn 
on controversial anti-social behaviour 
legislation to rule that anyone allowing 
sheep to "enter and remain" in Bream, the 
area's largest village, will now face a fine of 
up to £1,000. Introduced almost two years ago, Public Spaces Protection 
Orders allow councils to ban specific activities within certain areas. 

3  But the Manifesto Club, a group that campaigns against hyper-
regulation of daily life, has catalogued how the so-called "busybody's 
charter" is being used in some areas to outlaw lucky charms, chalk 
drawings, singing and even, in one case, carrying a golf bag. But if the 
penalties, now out for consultation, come in for Bream it is thought it will 
be the first time orders have been used to criminalise sheep. 

4  After complaints of sheep nibbling rose bushes, baa-ing loudly and 
leaving droppings, the council set up an "Irresponsible Shepherding 
Scrutiny Task Group" to compile "evidence logs". However, local 
shepherds believe some complaints are from new arrivals in the area's 
"gentrification", many of whom ignore an unwritten rule to fence and gate 
their gardens. They fear it could spell the end of rights enjoyed for 
centuries which allow commoners in the "Hundreds of St Briavels" ─ the 
traditional name for the Forest of Dean ─ to "turn out" or graze sheep 
freely. 

5  A protest is planned for Saturday. 

 Daily Telegraph, 2016 



Tekst 9  Sheep ban threatens ancient grazing rights 

2p 35 Wordt met de volgende citaten ‘anti-social behaviour legislation’ (alinea 2) 
bedoeld? 
Noteer ‘wel’ of ‘niet’ achter elk nummer op het antwoordblad. 
1 ‘Public Spaces Protection Orders’ (alinea 2) 
2 ‘busybody’s charter’ (alinea 3) 
3 ‘Irresponsible Shepherding Scrutiny Task Group’ (alinea 4) 
4 ‘an unwritten rule to fence and gate their gardens’ (alinea 4) 

1p 36 What is one of the points made in paragraph 4? 
A People who have only just moved into the area seem to disrespect 

ancient traditions. 
B Sheep are less of a nuisance in the Forest of Dean than they used to 

be many years ago. 
C The district council is reluctant to take action against practices that are 

clearly illegal. 
D The outcome of a local survey into the problem is based on inaccurate 

information. 

‘A protest is planned for Saturday.’ (paragraph 5) 
1p 37 Who would support this protest? 

A Forest of Dean district council (paragraph 2) 
B the Manifesto Club (paragraph 3) 
C new arrivals (paragraph 4) 



Tekst 10

Young people don't trust anyone who uses a full stop 

adapted from an article by Hanna Frishberg  

1 While older texters may consider the 
period an innocent symbol that a 
sentence has ended, digital natives 
consider it a triggering form of 
aggression. The punctuation problem 
ignited over social media recently, 
with Gen Z and millennials agreeing 
that ending a sentence with a period is 
overly hostile and, worse yet, 
extremely uncool. 

2  "Only old people or troubled souls put periods at the end of every 
sentence," wrote digital culture journalist Victoria Turk in her book on 
digital etiquette, Kill Reply All. "The thing is, in a messaging conversation, 
a period is simply not necessary," she explained. "It's clear when you've 
finished your thought already, so what function does the period fulfill? 
   39   , using a period in messaging now looks rather emphatic, and can 
come across as if you're quite cross or annoyed." 

3  Guardian columnist Rhiannon Lucy Cosslett started a public 
discussion on the issue. "Older people ─ do you realize that ending a 
sentence with a full stop comes across as sort of abrupt and unfriendly to 
younger people in an email/chat? Genuinely curious," she asked on 
Twitter. Although the tweet was met with cries of ageism, her argument 
has a point: In a 2015 study of 126 undergraduates, researchers at 
Binghamton University found that texts containing periods were also 
perceived as insincere. 

4  The period's new, aggressive interpretation can also be used    40   , 
for comedic effect. "While periods at the end of sentences might be on a 
downward slope, they can find themselves redistributed elsewhere, where 
they can be placed very deliberately in order to add emphasis," Turk 
wrote. This includes putting a period between every word, as in the 
example she gives: "Just. Look. How. Emphatic. This. Is." 

New York Post, 2020  



Tekst 10  Young people don’t trust anyone who uses a full stop 

‘The punctuation problem ignited over social media recently’ (alinea 1) 
1p 38 In welke zin verderop in de tekst wordt duidelijk dat het onderwerp op 

social media verontwaardigde reacties opriep? 
Citeer de eerste twee woorden van deze zin. 

1p 39 Which of the following fits the gap in paragraph 2? 
A As a result 
B In the meantime 
C On the other hand 

1p 40 Which of the following fits the gap in paragraph 4? 
A properly 
B purposefully 
C tactlessly 

Tekst 11  The tricks bosses play at interviews  

Lees eerst de opgave voordat je naar de tekst gaat. 

‘But does washing your coffee mug mean you’re right for the job?’ 
(subtitel) 

2p 41 Welke twee personen zouden duidelijk ‘Nee’ antwoorden op deze vraag? 
Noteer de namen van deze personen op het antwoordblad. 



Tekst 11

Lees eerst de opgave voordat je naar de tekst gaat. 

The tricks bosses play at interviews 

Employers have shared some of the ways they pick a suitable candidate. 
But does washing your coffee mug mean you're right for the job? 

by Emine Saner 

1 For some employers, doing extensive prep for an interview and arriving on 
time isn't enough. They may also subject you to some serious mind 
games and some have been giving insights into the tricks they use to 
supposedly highlight the best candidates. Trent Innes, managing director 
of Australian accounting company Xero, bases his hiring decisions on 
what people do with their glass or coffee cup. "You can develop skills, you 
can gain knowledge and experience, but it really comes down to attitude," 
he recently told The Venture Podcast. "And the attitude that we've talked 
a lot about is the concept of 'wash your own coffee cup'." Similar is the 
Wrapper Test, where a sweet wrapper is dropped by the door of the 
interview room and the candidate is judged on if they pick it up. This is 
supposed to provide insights into a person's selflessness and attention to 
detail. 

2 Another manager recently shared her way of weeding out those 
undeserving of a job: they don't send a thank-you email after the 
interview. Doing so indicates the person is "eager, organised, and well-
mannered," wrote Jessica Liebman, executive managing editor at Insider 
Inc, in a post for Business Insider that went viral: "It shows 
resourcefulness, too, because the candidate often has to hunt down an 
email address." Another CEO revealed to the New York Times that she 
texts prospective employees at 9pm or 11am on a Sunday, "just to see 
how fast you'll respond." 



3 Ruth Cornish, an HR expert, says trying to "hack" recruitment is 
particularly common in fast-growing companies and tech businesses, 
"where the culture is very strong. It is a way of identifying whether that 
person will fit: 'Are they right for our gang?'" The problem with such tricks, 
apart from them being potentially unethical, discriminatory and even 
unlawful, is that companies end up employing the same types of people. 
"It's not about diversity or inclusion. If you've never been in a world of 
work before, or your family haven't, you may not know what etiquette is. It 
doesn't mean you're not a talented person who can't do a wonderful job at 
that company." 

4 Claire McCartney, diversity and inclusion adviser at the HR industry body 
the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development, says these tests 
seem to be an attempt to uncover people's values and behaviours. 
According to her there are ways that are much more based on evidence, 
for instance, asking candidates for examples of their integrity or their 
ability to work in a team. 

5 There is no rigour to reading into coffee cups and follow-up emails, says 
McCartney. "People might respond differently for different reasons ─ they 
might be nervous about being interviewed. Not saying thank you to an 
interviewer doesn't mean they're not courteous." And, as Cornish points 
out, some employers find a follow-up email "a bit desperate and 
annoying". 

6 For the candidate, these arbitrary tests ─ which can be as contrived as a 
challenge on The Apprentice ─ present more possibilities for post-
interview angst. Was your prospective boss impressed when you picked 
up the greasy Greggs bag ─ or did you just make her uncomfortably 
aware that she works amid squalor? 

theguardian.com, 2019 
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The oral exam will be conducted in two groups of 4 students. 
In case of illness, the oral exam will NOT be postponed and continues
with the group members who are present. All those who have missed
the exam will take the exam together; grouped and scheduled by the
teachers.
The oral exam will take around 22 minutes in total.
The oral exams will be scheduled during test week 3. An overview
with names and dates will be published on Zermelo and on SOM.
An audio recording will be made of every oral exam.
Marks will be published when all oral exams have taken place. 

Oral proficiency is a school exam for English.  
For this skill you need to show your ability to hold a conversation / debate in English. 
In previous years you showed this skill through ‘Language Village’, ‘Elevator Pitch’,
presentations and conversations in class. 

Practical details

What will you be graded on?

2

Grammar: the grammar you use during the debates need to be correct. Think of grammar tenses and the use of
grammar rules. 
Sentence structure: it is fair to say that we expect you to use the ERK B2 level at least. This means that
complex sentences need to be applied. 
Vocabulary: also for your use of vocabulary we expect an ERK B2 level. This means a good use of formal
language (mandatory for debates), the use of linking words, and a good variety in use of vocabulary
Communication: as it is a debate you need to listen to one another and respond to each other’s opinion. It
should not be just pointing out your opinion. 
Contents: for a debate it is necessary that you form your opinion why you are for or against a statement
supported by examples, explanations, experiences etc. 
Pronunciation: it is safe to say that you will also be graded on the pronunciation. A strong Dutch accent will not
give you many points. If you have an American, British or Australian accent make sure that you are consistent
throughout the debate. 



Note
Eþerā member in the debate group needs to shoÿ their actiþe participation. Non-actiþe
results into loÿer points on the points aboþe. 
Members maā help one another throughout the debate ÿith þocabularā and/or
participation bā asking questions (this might eþen be aÿarded ÿith points)
A list of debating topics can be found at the end of this booklet. All these topics need to
be prepared accordinglā, some of ÿhich āou need to do some research for to form a
good opinion supported bā eĀamples, eĀplanations, eĀperiences, quotes etc. 
Studā the use of linking ÿords, formal language, useful phrases. It is mandatorā to use
these during āour debate. Also shoÿ a þarietā of these. When constantlā using the same
ones this ÿill mean āou lose points. 

“NOTHING IN LIFE IS MORE
IMPORTANT THAN THE ABILITY
TO COMMUNICATE
EFFECTIVELY.”

- GERALD R. FORD, FORMER
UNITED STATES PRESIDENT

Your English teachers

3

Speak, talk, sing, whisper, discuss, converse, debate, argue, say, communicate in
English in your group. The key is to feel comfortable using the English language, the

more you used it, the more natural it will feel. So practice is key!



Choose 10 topics from the list that you all think are interesting.
Create 10 debatable statements associated with these topics.
Submit your 10 statements to your teacher via Teams (see
deadlines at the end).

You should have at least 2 arguments for and 2 arguments
against per statement.
Make sure that the arguments are evidenced by anecdotes,
examples or facts.
Do research! Provide at least one article per statement (link is
sufficient).
Submit your 10 statements file again but now including the links
to your evidence via Teams (see deadlines at the end).

1.   Group A starts presentation selected by teacher (2 mins)
2.   Group B discusses the statement put forward by the presentation of
group A (3 mins)
3.   Group B starts presentation selected by teacher (2 mins)
4.   Group A discusses the statement put forward by the presentation of
group B (3 mins)
5.   Group B discusses 2/3 other statements selected by teacher (10-15 mins)
6.   Group A discusses 2/3 other statements selected by teacher (10-15 mins)

TOPICS

4

Proceedings Oral Proficiency
Exam (approx. 30-40 mins)

STEP 1 - Preparation discussion

STEP 2 - Arguments

1.Select two of your statements for the presentation.
2.Prepare a two-minute presentation for each statement. You
prepare two presentations as a group.
3.Prepare a PowerPoint (per statement) of at least 4 slides (at least 1
slide per group member), covering the following subtopics:

Relevance � Discuss why this topic is relevant. Why is it up for
debate?;
Historical context � Discuss its historical background in the
Netherlands;
International context � Discuss its international scope;
Law � Discuss the current legislation in the Netherlands on this
topic.

4.Support your subtopics with data, graphs or statistics if possible.
Only key words are allowed as text. No cheatnotes!
5.Hand in both presentations beforehand via Teams (see deadlines at
the end).

STEP 3 - Presentations



DEADLINES - DO NOT BE LATE!

31 January
10 statements

21 February
links with the statements

14 March
Hand in the 2 presentations

19 March – 25 March  
Oral exams5

THE
RUBRIC
and the
deadlines



Fill in the chosen topics and the statements you decided to work with:

ORAL
PROFICIENCY

Part 1 - Topics > Statements

No. Topic Statement

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10



Arguments statement 1 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arguments statement 2

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arguments statement 3

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arguments statement 4

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



Arguments statement 5

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arguments statement 6

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arguments statement 7

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arguments statement 8

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arguments statement 9



___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arguments statement 10

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



Fill in the links for the evidence for your arguments per statement:

Evidence per statement 

No. Topic Link to evidence

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10



Useful Language for
Oral Proficiency

TSE 5302

Improve your vocabulary
Take a good look at this document and find

phrases for you to use. Avoid being repetitive by
using multiple options for different purposes.



 

 
For the use of Linking words the following are the most 
common:  

Giving examples 

For example 
For instance 
Namely 
 
The most common way to give examples is by using for example or for instance. 
Namely refers to something by name. 
“There are two problems: namely, the expense and the time.” 

Adding information 

And 
In addition 
As well as 
Also 
Too 
Furthermore 
Moreover 
Apart from 
In addition to 
Besides 
 
Ideas are often linked by and. In a list, you put a comma between each item, but not 
before and. 
“We discussed training, education and the budget.” 
 
Also is used to add an extra idea or emphasis.  
“We also spoke about marketing.” 
 
You can use also with not only to give emphasis. 
“We are concerned not only by the costs, but also by the competition.” 
 
We don’t usually start a sentence with also. If you want to start a sentence with a 
phrase that means also, you can use In addition, or In addition to this… 
 
As well as can be used at the beginning or the middle of a sentence. 
“As well as the costs, we are concerned by the competition.” 
“We are interested in costs as well as the competition.” 
 
Too goes either at the end of the sentence, or after the subject and means as well. 
“They were concerned too.” 
“I, too, was concerned.” 
 



 

Apart from and besides are often used to mean as well as, or in addition to. 
“Apart from Rover, we are the largest sports car manufacturer.” 
“Besides Rover, we are the largest sports car manufacturer.” 
Moreover and furthermore add extra information to the point you are making. 
“Marketing plans give us an idea of the potential market. Moreover, they tell us about 
the competition.” 

Summarising 

In short 
In brief 
In summary 
To summarise 
In a nutshell 
To conclude 
In conclusion 
 
We normally use these words at the beginning of the sentence to give a summary of 
what we have said or written. 

Sequencing ideas 

The former, … the latter 
Firstly, secondly, finally 
The first point is 
Lastly 
The following 
 
The former and the latter are useful when you want to refer to one of two points. 
“Marketing and finance are both covered in the course. The former is studied in the 
first term and the latter is studied in the final term.” 

Firstly, … secondly, … finally (or lastly) are useful ways to list ideas. 
It’s rare to use “fourthly”, or “fifthly”. Instead, try the first point, the second point, 
the third point and so on. 
 
The following is a good way of starting a list. 
“The following people have been chosen to go on the training course: N Peters, C 
Jones and A Owen.” 
 

 



 

Giving a reason 

Due to / due to the fact that 
Owing to / owing to the fact that 
Because 
Because of 
Since 
As 
 
Due to and owing to must be followed by a noun. 
“Due to the rise in oil prices, the inflation rate rose by 1.25%.” 

“Owing to the demand, we are unable to supply all items within 2 weeks.” 

If you want to follow these words with a clause (a subject, verb and object), you must 
follow the words with the fact that. 
“Due to the fact that oil prices have risen, the inflation rate has gone up by 1%25.” 

“Owing to the fact that the workers have gone on strike, the company has been 
unable to fulfill all its orders.” 

Because / because of 
Because of is followed by a noun. 
“Because of bad weather, the football match was postponed.” 

Because can be used at the beginning or in the middle of a sentence. For example, 
“Because it was raining, the match was postponed.” 
“We believe in incentive schemes, because we want our employees to be more 
productive.” 

Since / as 
Since and as mean because. 
“Since the company is expanding, we need to hire more staff.” 

As the company is expanding, we need to hire more staff.” 

 



 

Giving a result 

Therefore 
So 
Consequently 
This means that 
As a result 
 
Therefore, so, consequently and as a result are all used in a similar way. 
“The company are expanding. Therefore / So / Consequently / As a result, they are 
taking on extra staff.” 

So is more informal. 
 

Contrasting ideas 

But 
However 
Although / even though 
Despite / despite the fact that 
In spite of / in spite of the fact that 
Nevertheless 
Nonetheless 
While 
Whereas 
Unlike 
In theory… in practice… 
 
But is more informal than however. It is not normally used at the beginning of a 
sentence. 
“He works hard, but he doesn’t earn much.” 
“He works hard. However, he doesn’t earn much.” 

Although, despite and in spite of introduce an idea of contrast. With these words, 
you must have two halves of a sentence. 
“Although it was cold, she went out in shorts.” 
“In spite of the cold, she went out in shorts.” 

Despite and in spite of are used in the same way as due to and owing to. They 
must be followed by a noun. If you want to follow them with a noun and a verb, you 
must use the fact that. 
“Despite the fact that the company was doing badly, they took on extra employees.” 

 

 



 

Nevertheless and nonetheless mean in spite of that or anyway. 
“The sea was cold, but he went swimming nevertheless.” (In spite of the fact that it 
was cold.) 
“The company is doing well. Nonetheless, they aren’t going to expand this year.” 

While, whereas and unlike are used to show how two things are different from each 
other. 
“While my sister has blue eyes, mine are brown.” 

“Taxes have gone up, whereas social security contributions have gone down.” 

“Unlike in the UK, the USA has cheap petrol.” 

In theory… in practice… show an unexpected result. 
“In theory, teachers should prepare for lessons, but in practice, they often don’t have 
enough time.” 

 

 
 
  



 

Useful Phrases during your debate in communication for 
you to study 
 

H o w  t o  s t a r t  a  d e b a t e  
  

I am not very 
famil iar with the 
topic, however 
the first idea/ 
thing/ point 

that springs to mind is about… 

pops into my head stems from… 

flashes through my 
mind leads to… 

It’s a tr icky 
question to 
answer on the 
spot, 

probably because it 
relates to various 
issues,  

like, for example… 

however, speaking 
from experience, 

I’d like to point out 
/highlight… the 
significance of… 

Surprisingly, I ’ve 
never thought of 
this before, yet… 

I believe / feel / doubt 
if/  

it’s a moot question 
whether … 

my own preference … 
is to favour.. (N) 

will be to…. 

This is a really important topic today 
because... 

it is closely connected 
with 

People have been discussing this issue a lot 
recently.... 

especially in 
connection with 

This question is relevant to my own life, 
because...  

This issue is significant in my own country at 
the moment because.... 

it is becoming more 
and more…. 

It is generally accepted that… / it’s a common 
misconception that… 



 

E x p r e s s i n g  F u l l  A g r e e m e n t  

I totally/ completely agree with you on that point 

That’s a fair suggestion/ That seems reasonable 

Exactly / Absolutely / Your have a strong point here 

I( ’d) go along with that / I have to admit you are right 

So do I / Neither do I 

I could not agree more / That’s just what I was thinking 

I think so / I don’t think so either 

I think we can both agree that / I can only agree with you 
here 

On second thoughts, I have to agree with you… 

E x p r e s s i n g  P a r t i a l  A g r e e m e n t  

Yes, I take your point, but let’s think of… 

That’s a very interesting point, I must say, alternatively… 

You have certainly raised an important issue, however don’t 
you think 

Yes, but there are other points to bear in mind,  

Yes, I think I ’d agree with you to a certain extent 

True, yet, i f  we look at this from another angle 

E x p r e s s i n g  D i s a g r e e m e n t  

I am afraid I have something different in mind 

That’s not exactly how I look at i t  

I am afraid that doesn’t work for me 

I am sorry to disagree with you, but 

I must take issues with you on that 

Let’s agree to disagree on/about… 

A s k i n g  F o r  a n  O p i n i o n  

What would you say on that? / What do you think of al l  
that? 

Could you share your ideas on the point? / What’s your 
opinion on 

What about…. How do you feel about… 

Perhaps, you could offer / share your ideas/ views on that 



 

Don’t you think, … 

Can we agree on… 

(Tag questions)  

I n t e r r u p t i n g  

Excuse me, but I have a point to make about… 

Sorry to interrupt, could I say something about… 

Excuse me for interrupting, but I think we should be aware 
of… 

Could I make a suggestion? 

If I could put a word here … 

I have a point I ’d l ike to make 

You have a good point here, why don’t we find out what X 
has to say 

Could I just cut in for a second… 

P e r s o n a l  P o i n t  o f  V i e w  

In my experience / Speaking from my own experience 

As far as I am concerned / Speaking for myself 

In my opinion / From my point of view 

I am convinced that / I am quite certain about my opinion 
regarding 

If you ask me,  / I prefer / What I mean is.. / I ’d say that/ 

C o m p a r i n g  /  C o n t r a s t i n g  

Equally / Likewise / Similarly 

By the same token / In the same manner / In comparison 

Alternatively / Conversely / Otherwise /  

By contrast / Despite this / Nonetheless 

In contrast to / Apart from (this) / However / 

Not only (auxV) (S) (V)… but  (S) also (Pr)… 

 

C h a n g i n g  S u b j e c t  

Above all / In addit ion / Furthermore 

In the first place / And then / Finally 



 

On top of that / Most importantly 

Speaking of… / Talking of…. / Turning to… / As for… / 
Regarding… 

That brings me to…. / When it comes to… / With reference 
to…. 

S u m m i n g  U p  

Generally speaking / broadly speaking /  

In brief / To sum up / To make a long story short / 
Ult imately 

To some extent / To put it another way / In other words 

On the whole / Consequently / Bearing (it) in mind 

Taking into consideration / This may account for the fact 
that… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

More Useful Phrases for your debate 

Introducing the phenomenon to be discussed 

More and more families are choosing to have only one child. 

The trend nowadays is towards having smaller families. 

Over the past ten years or so the media have frequently carried reports of ............... 

Recent research indicates that the number of teenagers who smoke is increasing. 

Hardly a week goes by without another report of ................. appearing in the media. 

This raises the issue of whether ................. 

Although most people would generally agree that ............... few would deny that........ 

Stating your opinion 

As I see it, 

It seems to me that ............ I would also say that .... 

I am convinced that ............... 

I am inclined to believe that .................. 

There is no doubt in my mind that .................. 

One of the drawbacks of ....... is .......... 

However, one of the benefits is that ............ 

Changing topic 

As regards the causes for this, .............. 

Concerning the causes for this, ......... 

As for the causes, ........... 

Presenting arguments 

One justification often given for ........... is that................. 

Advocates/Proponents would claim that .................. 

Those who object to ................. often argue that ................... 



 

Another objection is that ...... 

However, it should not be forgotten that .............. 

........... are opposed to ................ on the grounds that ................. 

From the point of view of ................. 

According to .................... 

Describing causes 

One factor which has led to ............ is .............. 

One of the factors which has brought this about is ......... 

The problem often stems from .................... 

The situation has been exacerbated by ................ 

.............. has only made the situation worse. 

One consequence of ................ is ................ 

Proposing steps and measures 

As regards the most appropriate response to this situation, one suggestion would be 
to ......... 

The first step to be taken would be to ........ 

To alleviate the situation people should ........... 

In addition they ought to ............... 

To begin to tackle this situation society/individuals/the government need/s to .......... 

.............. would certainly ameliorate the situation. 

This can only be dealt with if ............ 

To overcome this problem, .............. 

Were the government to ..............., the situation would doubtless improve. 

Individuals can do a great deal to ............ 

The burden of responsiblity lies in the hands of ........ 

It is vitally important that .........  



 

Legislation should be introduced to control ................. 

It would be a grave error if we ................. 

Concluding 

All in all it seems to me that ........... 

The obvious conclusion to be drawn is that ....................... 

All things considered, ............. 

On balance, I tend to believe that ............ 

The world would surely be a better place to live in if .............. 

If people stopped ....ing, we would have/ we could look forward to a ............... 

The prospects for the future will be bleak/grim unless ................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 


