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In World War I propaganda, the spreading of information in support of a cause, was used for different purposes. It was used to inflame the hatred for the enemy, on either side of the Channel! It was also used to manipulate the casualty figures. The government was in charge of all forms of information, such as newspapers, ads, posters, radio, sermons and speeches. Spreading the truth even became punishable by law!

More importantly, propaganda was equally used to encourage young men to enlist as conscription - compulsory enrolment for military service – didn’t exist at the beginning of the war. The government additionally issued a law in 1914, Defence Of the Realm Act, to ensure the nation’s peace of mind and to avoid public unrest, which would duel resistance to the war effort. 

Even though this measure seriously limited people’s liberties, together with a powerful propaganda campaign, it proved very successful. Within the span of 4 months circa 1 million young men enlisted, answering the call to defend friends, family and homes against the Germans, who were degradingly nicknamed Huns, Krauts or Boches.

As the war advanced people began to question the enormous amount of lives lost and money spent, the war effort remained justified in the eyes of the Britons. The notion of patriotism had gradually shifted from ‘defending one’s home’ to ‘sacrificing one’s life or livelihood’.
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