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Although support for the war effort never really faltered, many people had to deal with the loss or departure of loved ones. The patriotic sacrifice of lovers, sons, fathers, brothers and friends became an important theme in wartime poetry. Hershel-Clarke, for instance, voices the sacrifice mothers made in her poem “The Mother”, which opens with the same lines as Brooke’s sonnet “The Soldier”. 

Others, such as McCrae, used this powerful emotion – grief - as the inspiration for writing their poetry. “In Flanders Fields” is undoubtedly McCrae’s most touching and famous poem. It was inspired by the death of a friend in the Second Battle of Ypres.


John McCrae, a Canadian doctor, who wrote these lines in only 20 minutes, uses poppies as a symbol for the fallen in this poem for the first time. Ever since, (plastic or paper) poppies, which thrived in the uprooted earth of the battlefield, have been worn as badges in Britain and the Commonwealth to commemorate war veterans on November 11, in observance of Armistice Day (11 November 1918).




